


           Running A Little Behind


I keep wondering where all the time disappears, I finish one newsletter and the next is due. I don’t think anyone needs to be reminded that May is Motorcycle Awareness Month; I know many of you plan events to advertise this. I must apologize for Aprils Newsletter being late, our webmaster and I had a little glitch in communications, It seems the more methods we have to communicate the more problems we experience, at least when we used the mail system we could always blame the post.


I want to spend a little time this newsletter to try to raise awareness of some of the GWRRA Programs that we in Region J are not taking full advantage of.
First is a new program to recognize our Directors at all levels, for exceptional service and support of our members, I know that all our Directors work hard to serve our members but some go above and beyond and serve for many years with no recognition, any Director serving beyond 2years who has risen above the recognized levels of service may now be considered for the Directors Award and awarded the appointment of Senior Director.( This should not be confused with the previous Senior Directors appointment that was primarily for length of service and to expand tenure ) ,there are a number of criteria that must be achieved to be considered for this new award. I will be having discussions with our District Directors at the District Meetings to consider Directors for this achievement.

Next Program is the Chapter of the Year, when this program was first announced there were some criteria that had to be reached before a Chapter could be considered, e.g., must have a Couple of the Year, these have now been removed and points are awarded if you meet these criteria. Chapter BC- D has won this award again this year and will be recognized at Wing Ding as Region J ChOY. Every Chapter in Region J should be submitting an entry as ChOY this can be an ongoing Chapter activity and promote “Friends” for Fun, Safety & Knowledge (where have I seen that before). I ask that every member talk to your Chapter Team and have them work toward being District Chapter of The Year then Region then I hope we will eventually have a National Chapter of the Year from Region J.
Couple of the Year, as many of you may be aware is a program that is very dear to Margaret & I, we were lucky enough to represent Region J in 2001 in Greenville, SC. the Chapter level this is an award to recognize an exceptional couple, that represents all that GWRRA stands for, they should be ambassadors, hosts to new members, your Chapter PR Team. Chapter couples may now serve for 2 yrs and may be Associate Members. Now a couple must decide whether to try to advance further, however now a commitment is made to stay with the program right on through to National at Wing Ding, I have yet to meet a couple who have been there that have not declared that it was one of the best experiences they ever had. We made lifelong friends through our period as COY. Couples are also assisted with expenses through fund raisers at Chapter level and District & Region assist when travel is required. As a Region COY you are given accommodation & entry at Wing Ding and treated like royalty, Region also assists with travel expenses. We have not had a Region J COY for a number of years, are you willing to commit to the program?

Finally we are in the process now of having the Officer Certification Program online, it is being tested, as this is being written. We still recommend that members take the classroom version, you cannot interact with a computer, so check with your District to see if a class is available, (Alaska will be holding OCP classes, check with Alex Zerbinos for dates). For some it is not possible to arrange a class, therefore the online program will be suitable for them. It will eventually be available to all members just contact your Leadership Training Instructors.

For information on these programs check with your Directors, or    GWRRA.org,   COY & ChOY, Membership Enhancement Programs all forms and details available online, linked also to Region J Website.

To finish this newsletter I would like all our Chapters & Districts to make sure that you update your WebPages each month, our Officers as part of their duties are supposed to be publishing a monthly newsletter, many of you have not submitted any changes for over a year. Our members should be kept informed. I would also like to see some guest articles on the Region J Webpage, Rider Ed and Membership Enhancement especially could use more material.

Coming up next Victoria Days in Salmon Arm, unfortunately due to work commitments Margaret & I cannot attend, hope you have a good weekend, we’ll be thinking of you,

Ride carefully,




Phil & Margaret 
