                                             Misconceptions 

In this month’s newsletter I will be addressing some misconceptions that our members seem to have about GWRRA, I am always surprised that these persist even when we have addressed many of them on previous occasions over the years.

Many times Officers have been approached by members at Rallies, meetings etc with, “It’s OK for you Guys, you get paid to be here.”  all GWRRAs officers are volunteers, the only paid employees are the staff in Phoenix and the staff of Wing World.


Many of the officers have spent their own money to serve our members, the only time officers receive any funding is to cover meetings they are required to attend, at that time they receive receipted travel expenses ( gas ) and hotel ( if required ) we in Region J try to billet our officers to keep expenses to a minimum.


Instructors for RE or LTP are also allowed the same expenses. (These dedicated members do not receive any remuneration for the hours spent in classrooms and on ranges and often pay to be there e.g. rallies,)

These expenses are allowed from Chapter, District or Region funds. GWRRAs policy has always been that officers should not be required to pay from their own pockets.


In Region J our chapters have raised funds to cover these expenses by 50/50 draws or Chapter events. The District & Region raise their funding by holding the Region Rally. All levels of GWRRA are responsible for raising their own funds. Wing Ding is the fund raiser for International.

The next item I will address is Chapter Charter Fees; many think this is just another way for Phoenix to raise funds. The Chapter Charter fees are payment for Officer Liability Insurance; this covers Chapters for any official event, most common being Rider Education Courses and Chapter Events, a check on what this would cost for the individual coverage would show that the $50 fee is a bargain.

Many members also seem to believe that GWRRAs purpose is to raise funds for Charity we are a “not for profit association” we cannot issue receipts for tax purposes. Many Chapters do have their favorite charity and hold events to support this; however chapters should not make this their priority, and members join the association to ride with like minded individuals. No members should ever be pressured to support or fund any charity. Any charity supported should be with the full knowledge and agreement of the members.

Some of you may be saying, “we knew all this” however it seems that even with all the modern methods of communication the message is not getting to all our members. Over the past few years we have been increasing the information out there for the members, Leadership Training Programs and the Officer Certification Program have been our priority, but still I get asked for information that is available on gwrra.org.   Each program has its website and they are all linked. The newsletter for all programs is now combined and available “Insight” can be accessed directly or through each website. GWRRA has also been sending out e-newsletters. Our Officers have access to the Officer Connection where forms, insurance etc is available.

At the beginning of 2011 Treasurers & Membership Enhancement Co-coordinators were recognized as officers, take a look at the web pages they can help you excel in your position. All officers should take time to review everything that is available it will make your time as an officer more enjoyable, it is easier if you know what is expected.


With all the changes that have taken place there are many questions that may arise if I can help please contact me pjc2@telus.net, 

The Region Rally is fast approaching, if you haven’t registered yet I ask that you do so as soon as possible, the Calgary Chapter need to know how many tee shirts are required by June 30th.The Rally committee have an excellent program planned for the event and are looking forward to hosting the GWRRA membership, all members are always welcomed but remember we cannot guarantee dinner for late registrations.


Margaret & I heading for Knoxville for Wing Ding anyone attending please let us know as we may need some help from Region J members to assist with trade show security.( about 2hrs of your time ).

Our weather hasn’t been exactly good for riding but hope to get in some trips before too long. Keep safe out there.




Phil Craven    Region J Director   

