

                   Winter Snow-birding


We are now back in the Snow Belt after spending our winter in Arizona. First I must apologize for the lack of a Newsletter, I was hoping to have better communications than I had, eventually I did manage to figure out how to get and send my e-mails, but for some reason I was unable to send out large files. A problem I hope to be able to resolve for the future.


I would like at this time to say Thank You to Frank Schwertner, Yukon District Director, as he has decided to step aside, for all his help especially with the Rally held in Whitehorse. I have decided for now to deal directly with the Whitehorse Chapter and have asked Chapter Director Lorne Whittaker to act as Yukon liaison
As I mentioned in the last newsletter the Region Team is looking for members to fill the positions of Couple of the Year Coordinator, Motorist Awareness Director, Region Leadership Trainer and Assistant Region Director. We are at the moment working on the change of Treasurer, I hope to have this completed by the end of April. The performance of your Region depends on having a good strong Team, with all the Officer Training that has been completed I hope we have informed members who will be willing to step forward to serve our organization.
I also would like to take a moment to thank our Leadership Training Program team, John & Leslie Wait and Con & Pat Williams for the work you have done this winter getting the OCP out to the members. We also have Alex Zerbinos who has completed his training to bring the LTP to our Alaska members.

Region J still has a few pockets that because of time & distance have yet to complete the Officer Certification Program, we hope we will have program available to these areas ASAP.
Margaret and I will be in the Vancouver area April 2nd & 3rd to present an MFA course, so look forward to seeing some of our BC Chapter members. We also plan on being back in Alberta for a further OCP with the Edmonton Chapter when we can fix a date and into Saskatchewan to present an OCP for our Saskatoon Chapter, again date to be decided.

The Calgary Chapter is now well into the planning of the 2011 Region J Rally, Registration Form available on Region webpage. I hope you will all come out and support us; the Region Rally is the only way we have to raise money to finance the Districts and Region so we can supply programs such as the Leadership Training Program. Remember all monies raised are used for the benefit of our members.

I would also like to remind everyone that the GWRRA Officers are there to serve you the membership, if you have any problems or questions please do not hesitate to contact your CD, we have a direct line of communication through the Officers, Chapter to District, District to Region, Region to National, everyone on this chain is there to help.
I would also like to get an idea of how many Region J members are planning on attending Wing Ding in Knoxville, and if you are planning on being there would you be willing to volunteer to help, usually Region J assist with door security (checking armbands to enter trade show).

Hopefully the last of the snow will soon be gone and we can get out on the road, also think about asking your Chapter to arrange a PLP or an ARC to hone your riding skills before the season gets underway. Your Rider Educators are trained and ready to assist. Let’s have a safe riding season; I look forward to meeting with as many GW families as I can.

Once again Kamloops Chapter is hosting the Victoria Days weekend in Salmon Arm May 20th to 23rd, registration forms are available now. This event is always a good way to start the riding year.

Keep safe,



Phil Craven Region J Director  

